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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) study the history, development, pattern, and
components of Thai puppet performance and 2) analyse the performance creation
concept of the Nattayasala Thai puppet. The research was conducted based on
qualitative research methodology, including studying related literature document
review, interviews, participant observation, content analysis, and presenting the
results by analytic description.

The research results had been revealed that 1) there were four periods of the
Thai puppet historical background, namely (1) the period of Mr. Grae Suptawanich,
(2) Mrs. Yhib Suptawanich, (3) Mr. Sakorn Yangkeawsod, and (4) Mr. Pisutr and Mr.
Surin Yangkeawsod of Nattayasala and 2) There were four phases of creating
Krutthanuphap performance (The Power of Garuda) as follows: (1) preparation and
planning consisted of setting performance ¢oals, data processing, scoping, styling, and
choreography, (2) operation phase consisted of structuring performance, designing the
draft, developing the elements of the performance, (3) public performance phase
which was an actual implementation of the previous phases, (4) evaluation phase led
to performance revision which could be categorized by dance elements, namely
recomposed performance script (the plot adapted from the Legend of Garuda in
Puranas scripture) representing monarchic symbolism, costume and puppet redesign,
traditional-based music and sound recreation, and the khon and dance-drama-based
choreography. All four processes above were considered modern and contemporary

Thai puppet arts and have become the uniqueness of Nattayasala Hun Lakhon Lek.

Keywords: Thai puppet performance, Nattayasala Hun Lakhon Lek, Krutthanuphap
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