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Thesis Title The Importance and Role of the taphon and the klong that
In the pihphat ensemble

4006602015 Mr. Kajonsit Chumporn

Degree Master of Fine Arts Program in Thai Music

Year 2023

Advisor Dr. Bamrung Phattayakul

Co-advisor Assoc. Prof. Sahawat Pluempreecha
ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were as follows: 1) studying the importance of
the taphon (double - headed drum) and the klong that (a pair of large barrel - shaped
drums) and 2) studying the role of the taphon and the klong in the piphat ensemble.
Qualitative research methods were used in this research to collect data from related
literature, interview, and participant observation by practising the taphon and
the klong that with the masters.

The research result has been found that 1) the taphon and the klong that have
been playing a key role in Thai classical music performances in both local and royal
music performances. The rhythmic pattern of the taphon played a key role as an initial
rhythmic pattern later adapted to the rhythmic patterns, including prop kai and song
mai which are used for the thap or thon, and the klong khaek; the taphon has been
always using along with the klong that to accompany the khon and the lakhon—
basically, the rhythmic pattern of the taphon and the klong that will be synchronised;
whereas the taphon will perform the musical techniques called “ti bak tha” as a
challenge musical sentence to the klong that, the klong that will play their pattern to
harmonise the taphon in the mai klong to give a signal to the dancer—2) the role of
the taphon and the klong that in the piphat ensemble in Thai classical music
community, the taphon has been worshiped by Thai musicians as a representation of
the God Parakhonthap (the god of the drum) and it is the rhythmic instrument that
constitute the structure of the Thai classical songs and also can be used to correct the
unit of the particular songs as well; all the functions and usages have made

the taphon and the klong that significant to the piphat ensemble.

Keywords: role, the taphon, the klong that, the piphat ensemble performance
115 pages
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