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Thesis Title Vocal Performance in the Lakhon Duek-Dam-Ban “Khawi”
(Opera Oriented Dance Drama) Episode of Dagger Buming in the Style
of Khru Tassanee Khunthong (National Artist of Thailand)

4006602001 SM.1 Suchao Buachaem

Degree Master of Fine Arts Program in Thai music

Year 2023

Advisor Asst. Prof. Dr. Nopphakoon Sudprasert

Co- Advisor Asst. Prof. Dr. Dussadee Meepom
ABSTRACT

The main objective of this thesis is to study the musical structure and vocal style
in the performance. The research was conducted based on qualitative research methods
in which the researcher studied the archival magnetic tape records, personally interviewed
Khru Tassanee Khunthong, (National Artist of Thailand) other specialists in traditional Thai
vocal performing art, Thai classical music, and Thai classical dance. as well as related
literature. The result of the study was descriptively presented in this thesis.

The research results were as follows: the analysis of the melodic structure of 10 songs in the
Lakhon Duek-Dam-Ban “Khawi” episode of dagger buming from the magnetic tape records
revealed that the lyric of the songs was composed in kap ya-ni sib-et (Thai 11-word
metrical verse (kavya)), klon pet (eight-word metrical verse), and klon phuen ban or klon hua diao
(folk rhyme poem). The melodies used in these songs were related to the phiang-o lang mode with
song chan metric level, a kind of Thai classical music metric level patterns: nathgp song mai
na thap champa thong thet, and the song with no regulated rhythmic pattern In terms
of vocal techniques the study found that various techniques were used such as khran
and krathop (quavering), nen-siang nen-kham (stressing voice and words), phan hang siang
(inflecting), kot siang (pressing), lak (overcrossing), ruap kham (linking), yuet chang-wa siang
(stretching), kluen siang (swallowing), hoi siang (howling), and proi siang (releasing voice).
Breathing and division of the lyric must be correlated based on the vocalist’s ability in order to

memorize all the lyrics in order to precisely deliver it with the emotion required for the particular scene.

Keywords: the (akhon duek-dam-ban, vocal performance in the lakhon duek-dam-ban,
the poem of Prince Narissaranuwattiwongse, Khru Tassanee Khunthong
(National Artist of Thailand)

214 pages
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