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Abstract

The latest innovative dancing arts performance “Chao-Phraya Maha Natee” is
motivated and developed by the importance of Chao Phraya River, one of the major
rivers in Thailand with a million of lives build upon. The long history and culture on
both sides of river has been gradually absorbed and inherited through the number of
generations. In order to show respect, gratitude and glorify the significance of the river,

this performance is being produced to illustrate and exemplify the story of the river.

The production procedure of the performing arts consists of 7 distinct steps. To begin
with, the idea of the way of lives in the vicinity of the river and the importance is being
captured and conceptualized before the background music is composed and played
by the Thai orchestra with Thai string musical instruments and folk songs. Following
that, both actors and actresses are auditioned in a group of 20. Then, the choreography
is constructed and later advanced based on traditional Thai dance combined with
local plays, natural postures and contemporary dance including stage management.
After that, the costumes are patterned to present the traditional dress of central of
Thailand by choosing more vivid colors, for example, blue and magenta. Finally, the
performance is being performed to the Thai expert in-house for reviews and comments
before premier to the public. The performance is separated into 3 different stages,
including 1) “Ruam Sai Tara” representing the confluence of 4 different rivers into Chao
Phraya River 2) “Prachawithi describing the way of life along the river and 3) “Nob
Natee Chao Phraya” relating to the gratitude, belief, erace and solid bond between

the locals and the river.
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