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Research Title: CHOREOGRAPHY OF LONG SONG TONE SURANAGONG
Researcher: KWANJAI KONGTHAWORN
Fiscal Year: 2014

"Choreography of Long Song Tone Suranagong" aims to study Long Song Tone dance
patterns in Inao, the Lakhon Nai of the Fine Arts Department, to be used as a guideline to
develop Long Song Tone Suranagong performance according to royal conservative dance
traditions. The research was done by the study of relevant documents, interviews,
observations from videos, self-training as well as experiences from teaching and performing,
and group discussions of experts to verify the information.

The results showed that the belief about the holiness of water in Thailand was
influenced by Brahmanism - Hinduism. This belief appeared in the form of rituals that use
water for purification, which became the ceremony known as Long Song, intended to clean
the body of royal families from impurity as a preparation to the status change. Such belief
has been inserted in literature and was expressed into dance, which supreme dance
teachers used to create a performance called Long Song Dance.

There are several variations of Long Song Dance, but the common one used in Lakhon
Nai is Long Song Tone because of its beautiful music which can be supplemented by other
dances of Lakhon Nai. The dance describes bathing and dressing action of the protagonists,
most found in Inao, the work of King Rama Il, and this led to the study of the researcher.

"Choreography of Long Song Tone Suranagong” is developed from the inspiration that
Long Song Tone is a beautiful dance and numerous scripts were found, but it seems that
the dance did not appear in modern dance patterns. Even the remaining Long Song Tone
dance patterns are not popular and can be lost. Therefore, this study aims to find the
guideline for the development of the dance patterns using the concept of royal
conservative dance traditions of Lakhon Nai. Lyrics are taken from Inao, which is a Long Song
Tone script describing the story of Suranagong before leaving to fight alongside Inao in a
battle with King Kamang Kuning. The lyrics consist of Ton Khao Man, Long Song Tone, and
Sum Boriyan, performed with Piphat Mai Nuam ensemble commonly used in Lakhon Nai
because of its soft and mellow sound, suitable with the style of performance. The performer
of the male protagonist dresses in purple long-sleeved shirt with yellow trims as described
in the story. The performers will be selected from a gorgeous face, tall and slender shape,
good basic in dance, good memory, intelligence and wit, as well as diligence and patience in
dance training.

The development procedures are as follows: 1. The development of the opening dance
in Ton Khao Man Lyric using original dance patterns created by supreme dance teachers; 2.
The development of the dance in Long Song Tone Lyric including the Main Posture used to
represent the meaning of costumes and manners of the performers, the Supplement Posture
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