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Abstract

This research focused on the design of the altar based on the belief of the
Buddhist and their way of life reflected through the religious ceremony. The purposes of
the study were to increase the Buddhist art value, enhance Thai art development, and
promote the optimistic attitude of the people in the community towards designing. The
procedure started from studying classical Thai art and Thai paintings, the form of worship
items arrangement, the necessity of altar usage in the community, the forms of altars sold
in the market, the symbols and patterns used to decorate the altar, and the materials
used to make it. These factors influenced the idea of developing the form of the altars
which were used both in the temples and in the schools. The bodies of the altars were
analyzed by applying the principles of design theory integrated with the Buddhist art
under the belief that the developed altar would be more practical for the users. The tools
used were questionnaires and observation forms asking about the usage, the patterns,
and the materials used which affected the feeling of the users. The sample used were the
monks from Sai-ngarm Temple, Suphanburi and the students from College of Fine Arts,
Suphanburi. The principles of 5WIH data were used to analyze the data about the
materials. The final answer after analyzing was wood. After comparing three types of
wood, the findings revealed that the first type was the most qualified one in qualifications,
durable, easy dyeing, lightweight, and high density. It was easy to apply the Thai lacquer
work techniques on. Moreover, the patterns and the form of the developed altar

influenced the feeling and fulfilled the need of the users.
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