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TITLE: From Prototype to Ingenuity Using Clay Art: A Case of Grade 3 Students at
the Wat Pratoosarn Municipality-1 School
AUTHOR or RESEARCHER: Ms. Rujanee Umsakul

FISCAL YEAR: 2017

The researcher has developed a step-by-step self-learning methodology to make a clay
art by preparing clay-art prototypes as a sample and medium for inspiration and a learning guide
of three dimensional clay sculptures for primary school students in the community. The ultimate
purpose of this activity is to promote whole mind and body development in children and its
specific objectives are (i) to develop skills in young children, (ii) to instill aesthetic, (iii) to learn
basic principles to develop perfect art work in practice, (iv) to stimulate usages of both sides of
the brain to enhance creativity, and (v) to stimulate a balance brain development to enhance
overall learning capacity.

An assessment to evaluate the methodology’s effectiveness was conducted on a group
of eight grade three students at the Wat Pratoosarn Municipality-1 School. The students were first
introduced to basic art and clay sculpture principles. Then the sample prototypes were shown to
students together with an instruction guide book containing systematic colorful step-by-step
illustrations with descriptions underneath. The illustrated instructions are self-evident and the
students were able to follow from pictures without having to read the descriptions.

It is found that the students were able to develop uniquely beautiful and colorful art work in a
wide variety of forms. When a 30 x 30 cm background panel was added, the students were able to
create nice stories for their art creations. The audience was very impressed by these achievements.
As for the students under the study, it is observed that the participating students were distinctively
happy. There were significant improvements in fine motor skills, concentration, self-confidence
and self-esteem. These factors are known to positively correlate with favorable brain development
and overall learning capacity of students. A further refinement of these skills has potential to help

students develop the activity into career even from the early age.
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