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Abstract

The creative research of Thai performance: “Good Manners Thai Tom-
tom Dance” is a qualitative research. The purpose of this research were (1) to
utilize the knowledge of Thai traditional folk song to create the new repertoire
which aims to teach Thai manners and ethics, (2) to create an educational media
of Thai traditional folk song in academic institutes and to introduce and promote
Thai Tom-tom dance to public widely, (3) to create and develop academic Thai
Tom-tom dance knowledge as a cultural preservation.

The invention uses the Thai Tom-tom dance and postures style in Samko
district, Ang Thong province as a main composition with integrated information
of standard Thai etiquette from the Department of Cultural Promotion which
included 10 good practices in Thai’s everyday life; listening, speaking, dressing
for Buddhists’ service, following elderly, paying respect to monks, greetings,
walking past elderly, five points prostration, receiving from elderly, and curtsy,
to create the piece. The lyric was also designed to use simple and clear meaning
words and required to match well with melody played by Thai or western
instruments. The dance and postures was invented using the Thai performance
arts theory as a main principle called “Ram-tam-bot”. It is the interpretation to
create a series of dance and postures for performance. The style of dance was
consisted of simple moves and was easy to understand for the audiences. The
costumes tone set in gray. The actor wears a Thai Raj pattern shirt, a Thai
classical loincloth, a long sock, and a lethal boots. The actress wears a braided
lacework shirt which is popular nowadays.

The Thai Tom-tom dance was presented to experts and savants more than
3 times and improved following their suggestions. Moreover, it also was tested
performing in 20 Basic Education Commission’s academic institutes before
concluding evaluation results and publishing. It can be said that it is completed
and acceptable to utilize as a teaching materials of Thai etiquette for Thai
people and those who interested.
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