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Creative Research Title: Long Song Dance: the Bathing of Lord Shiva
Creator(s): Nitipong Tubtimhin
Fiscal Year: 2018

The solo dance's creation of “The Bathing of Lord Shiva" aimed to study Long Song
(bathing) dance pattern in Khon performance by the Fine Arts Department, which was used
as a guideline for the creation of this dance. The principles and guidelines used in dance
postures creation are applied from great teachers in Thai classical dance and from the
experience of the creator. This creation also emphasized the interpretation of the royal work
by Phra Phutthayotfa Chulalok (King Rama I) in music, props, and costumes. The concept
and inspiration of "The Bathing of Lord Shiva" came from the study of Ramakien, the work of
King Rama I. It is found that there was a poem that discussed the clothing of Phra Isuan or
Lord Shiva, the supreme lord of gods in the Ramakien literature, before the battle with the
demon Triburam, but the creation of the bathing dance of Lord Shiva is not to be found in
any source. Moreover, the creator also has an interest and skills in costume production, and
has been working with many teachers and artists who have profound skills in costume
production in Thai classical dance. These are the inspiration to the creation of this solo
dance. ‘

Lord Shiva or Phra Isuan is a supreme god with prudence and calm composure.
Therefore the dance postures should be elegant, calm, and dignified, or known as the "Phra
Yai" (great male protagonist) dance. The emphasize is on the correct practice according to
the traditional pattern of Long Song dance; the order and the placement of the costumes
as mentioned in the literature should be carefully considered, as well as the correct
practice according to the tradition of Thai classical dance. "The Bathing of Lord Shiva" dance
is divided into 3 steps: 1. The creation of the opening dance with Samoe Sam La song; 2.
The creation of the dance in accordance with the lyrics in Long Song Tone song. The dances
are divided into three main types, namely, the Main Posture, the Connecting Posture, and
the Supplement Posture; 3. The development of weapon usage dance accompanying Na
Phat Bat Sakunee Song, applying traditional dance postures with the addition of weapon

handling posture suitable to the Maha Molee Bow created for the performance.



The creator has produced new costumes and props from the interpretation of the
poems from the royal work. The production based on referential evidences and the existing
costumes, mixed with the creator's imagination for better aesthetic and practicality.

The creation of the solo dance, "The Bathing of Lord Shiva", can also be used as a
guideline to other style of Long Song dances in order to preserve and enhance the Long

Song dance form.
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