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Abstract

“Asvaghosa’s Dharma Music and Dance” is a creative research focusing on
the study of the propagation of the Dharma through music and dance by Asvaghosa,
a Buddhist disciple who lived during the 6" B.E. The aims of this research are the
following : creating music and dance performance to teach Dharma to students and
the public, and studying the impact of Asvaghosa’s Dharma music and dance on the

audience.

The data used in this research were collected through text analysis,
interviewing the experts, and observation techniques (participant observation and
direct observation). The findings reveal that Asvaghosa used Dharma poetry and
oration which were beautifully and profoundly written to propagate Dharma to
people. In so doing, he could successfully draw people’s attention to the Lord
Buddha Dharma. Additionally, the knowledge gained from the study of Asvaghosa’s
biography is some of the Dharma ideas taken from one of his writings entitled
“Ghosappamanika” which say that an individual’s faith and enlightenment of the
Dharma can be achieved through listening to sweet voice. Many of Thai educators
such as Phra Ajamn Prapassuttakun and Ajarn Thongphun Ruamsap adopt the idea of
using Dharma songs as effective instructional media in many taught subjects like
Buddhism, Social Studies, and Ethics and. Morale for Students. Through songs and
music, the teaching of Dharma can be fun and help students remember those
Dharma items quicker and more easily. The researcher also adapted the Dharma
songs written by Ajarn Thongphun Ruamsap and used them as part of the
Asvaghosa’s Dharma Music and Dance Performance staged to the public with good

response.
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