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ABSTRACT

Due to the number of students applying to study for bachelor’s degree in
faculty of Art Education at College of Dramatic Arts, especially regional campuses has
been uncertain since 2004, this study was aimed at investigating factors affecting
students’ decision making related to ther personal factors and the correlations
between supporting factors and the students’ motivation in making decision to pursue
bachelor’s degree. The subjects were 175 first year students from 9 regional
campuses. Research variables were divided into three categories; personal factors,
supporting factors and students’ motivation. Questionnaire was the key research
instrument comprised of three sections based on research variables. The SPSS for
Windows package was employed as the statistical analysis.

The findings can be summarized as the following:

1. Personal factors revealed that 60% of the subjects were majoring in
Thai Performing Arts and 40 % in Music and Vocal Music. 79.40 % of the subjects had
set a clear career goal to be a teacher. 60.60 % of the subjects revealed that their
academic performances at high school were at good to very good and 61.71 %
normally participating performing arts activities with their schools. 42.30 % of the
subjects were from middle class family with the average salary between 10,000 -24,
999 Baht per month. All subjects revealed that they had high motivation in choosing
to study in the colleges.

The results from the correlation coefficient analysis showed that the
motivation of the two majoring students was not different while the groups of subjects

who possessed clear career goals had higher motivation compared to the group of
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uncertain aims with statically significance at 0.01. Whereas, the relations between
groups of the poor and very good school academic performance groups and the high
and low frequent activity participation groups, as well as the difference from the group
of which the parents’ income were not statistically significantly different. The results
from single-variable linear correlation found that the students’ motivation was
statically significant difference at 0.05 but no significant difference in motivation when
analyzed with pair correlation.

2. The result indicated that students agreed with all five categories in
supporting factors at high level. The five categories of the supporting factors ranking
from high to low were expectation and ideal career path, curriculum, socio-cultural

situation, economic situation, and the institution and its personnel.

3. The results from correlation coefficient analysis (r) of the five
supporting factors showed that the correlation was at 0.73-0.85 with statically
significance at 0.01 whereas multiple correlations (R) was at 0.91 with statically
significance at 0.05. Moreover, the results also indicated that five supporting factors
were able to be significant predicted variables at statically significance at 0.01 ranking
from high to low as curriculum, economic situation, socio-cultural situation, the

institution and its personnel, and expectation & ideal career path.

The findings will be useful for the all the Colleges of Dramatic Arts and
the Bunditpathanasilpa Institute as a whole in terms of the curriculum revision,
teaching and learning activities development, and activities related to improve quality
of art teachers as well as to use the findings as a guideline for adjusting the colleges’

admission strategies.
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