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ABSTRACT

The main focuses of this research are: 1) to study a musical technique called the
“wa-dok” (an advanced musical performing technique to imitate the vocal melody by
using a single musical instrument within the ensemble) played by various stringed
instrument in Thai string ensemble and 2) to explore the value and importance of the
“wa-dok” in Thai classical music tradition. The research is qualitative research in which
data were from academic documents, articles, relevant research, and interviews with

Thai classical music masters presented as descriptive research.

The research found that in Thai classical music tradition, there were a group of
instruments used to play the wa-dok. Firstly, the khlui phiong-o (Thai flute), which
included five musical features with the continuing sound, bass, and gentle tones, could
imitate the vocal melody perfectly. Secondly, the so u (Bass fiddle) comprised five
musical characteristics demonstrating the continuing sound, bass, and soft tones to
reproduce the vocal melody clearly and precisely, and it was one of the most suitable
instruments to play the wa-dok. Thirdly, the so duang (Treble fiddle) with five musical
attributes to imitate the vocal melody clearly, but it was not quite popular to play the
wa-dok by the so duang due to its sharp and treble sounds. Fourthly, the chakhe
(a kind of zither) containing three musical techniques can also be used, but it was not
reasonably as it could not make an apparent imitation of the vocal melody due to a
short sound of plucked instrument. Regarding the value of the wa-dok, the most
important value is the musical aesthetics which embraces vocalists and
instrumentalists requiring sophisticated and experienced performing techniques to
produce the refined wa-dok. In addition, the value of the wa-dok can continue through

the process of transmission in the modern Thai music lesson.

Keywords: the wa-dok, musical instrument, Thai string ensemble
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