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Abstract

The purpose of this research is studying history, tradition development and
analyze Nai Rong of Lakon Chatri in Petchaburi Province. This research is a qualitative
research processing and based upon related documents, textbooks, theories of
related research, interviewing experts and photos

This research finds that Lakon Chatri of Petchaburi Province is a folk dance
performed by singing, dancing and conversation. The characters comprises of male
and female roles and jester. It is developed from folk drama, Nora and Royal drama.
Nai Rong (male role) is one of the most important acts of the performance and it has
two parts, namely the ceremonial part and the play part by following the basic
tradition practicing, dancing and fighting form performance.

According to this research, the tradition of Nai Rong of Lakon Chatri in
Petchaburi Province shows that it has an individual identity and has three categories.
First, identity of practice contain to select male or female in childhood age that have
physical, intellect and personality. The physical practice is that the body can move as
a curve and legs at angles. The performers observe and imitate the original’s
experiences from memory. Second, the identities of dancing and fighting. Identity
dancing contains the main gestures in Mae Bot (an ancient standard of Thai dance
gestures), Plang Cha Plang Rew (a standard of Thai classical dance). The identity
fighting contains some positions from Khon Pra (human character) and Khon Yak
(demon character) and dancing steps focusing on arms and legs can also be found.
The movement of head, neck, face, shoulder, body and waist is at a curved position,
bending knees has angled position and movement up and down. The foot goes up in
the air from the floor by putting the heel a little to the back and not putting body
weight on the foot moving forward. Third, identity of performances separate into two
parts containing to believe the role of Nai Rong in ritual of holy objects, gratitude and
superstition. Another part is opening and leading performance by Nai Rong. Nai Rong
characters must have high knowledge of dancing, singing and highly intelligent.
Therefore they will get attention from the audience and keep themselves in high

level of morality.
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