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Thesis THE DRAMA OF MAHAJANAKA BY SERI WANGNAITHAM
Student Mr.Anas Malawong

Field of Study Thai Drama

Thesis Advisor Assoc. Prof. Dr. Jintana Saitongkum

Thesis Co-advisor Assoc. Prof. Dr. Supachai Chansuwan

Abstract

This thesis aimed to study the background of the literature "Mahajanaka", and
guidelines of the creation, forms, and elements of the drama "Mahajanaka", written
and directed by Seri Wangnaitham, as well as to analyze the dance postures of the
character "Mahajanaka" in the Scene of Truth, performed by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Supachai
Chansuwan.

The research found that, "Mahajanaka" showed His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej’s wish of teaching Dhamma of perseverance and other teachings to
people through literature. In the year 1997, the literature has been adapted into
drama play, with Seri Wangnaitham as the assigned author and director. The
inaugural show was on Sunday, March 30th 1997, at the National Theatre. The play
was an integration of theatrical dance and drama play, combined with Tableaux
Vivants performance. The play was written by transcription and adaptation from
prose to verse, with graceful phrasing appropriated to the show, but trying to
maintain the entire story. The fast-paced storytelling technique was applied by the
insertion of humorous dialogues. The various styles of dance were also inserted to
accentuate the extravagance of the show. The costumes were designed using the
concept of painting. Special effects and the traditional insertion of music helped
create the mood and emotions of the characters. The dance postures of Mahajanaka
(in the Scene of Truth) were designed by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Supachai Chansuwan, The
experience that has been passed down from supreme dramatic dance teachers,
which have been absorbed and integrated into a unique identity. The dance postures
can be classified into two types: the standard dance postures and the gesture dance
postures. From the study, it is found that the choreographers require a profound
understanding of the plays, as well as the prosodies, in order to correctly

communicate the meaning of the dance postures to the audiences.
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